Protocols Involving Animal and Bench Studies
All experiments conducted by VA investigators on VA time, or research conducted on VA property, including those designated off-sites, or research conducted with VA funding, require approval by the R&D Committee prior to commencement. This includes research involving animals and bench science. The VANCHCS has established an agreement to utilize the UC Davis Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) and Animal Care and Use Program (ACUP) for all research utilizing animal subjects. In this agreement, the UC Davis IACUC is a subcommittee of the R&DC and the ACUP is evaluated by the R&DC to ensure compliance with VA policy.  As part of the agreement VANCHCS falls under the Assurance of UC Davis. Additionally, as part of this agreement, the VA has a representative appointed to the UC Davis IACUC. 
For all studies involving animals and bench science, please submit the following:

1. Application for Basic Science and Animal Studies
2. Research Protocol Safety Survey (RPSS) Form
3. Chemical Inventory List (If Applicable)

4. Project Data Sheet 

5. Prospectus of Research Study

6. Conflict of Interest Statement 

7. Scope of Practice
In addition, all studies involving animals must submit:

8. Attachment: Approved IACUC Protocol 

Off-Site Waivers

· Off-site waivers must be approved for all investigators conducting research at any site other than the VA. 
· Off-site waivers must be obtained by all investigators performing research which utilizes animals. 
· Off-site waivers must be approved before research can begin and protocols are approved by the SRS.
Protocol Review
· All VA engaged Animal Research must be reviewed and approved annually in accordance with the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals and VHA handbook 1200.7. 
· Protocols should be submitted no later than 8 weeks before the SRS meeting at which the investigator would like them reviewed. E.g. a protocol to be reviewed at the SRS meeting on August 13, 2012 should have been submitted by June 18, 2012.
· Reviews are conducted monthly on the second Monday of each month. 
· Initial Reviews are conducted when the protocol is being submitted to the SRS for the first time.

·  Continuing Reviews are conducted for each subsequent submission of a protocol to the SRS. 

· All reviews are conducted by the full SRS. 
· Changes to the original research protocol must be documented on an amended RPSS form and must be submitted to, and reviewed by, the SRS prior to implementation of the changes. 
· The SRS will not review initial research applications from any Principal Investigator who has a lapsed project.

What Does the SRS Review?

·  The SRS will review the risk assessment of the facilities, level of containment, laboratory procedures, practices, training and expertise of personnel involved in the research. 
· The SRS will identify if the proposed research involves the use of select agents, toxins, radioactive compounds, ionizing radiation, and storage of tissue samples as well as health surveillance of personnel involved in the current research project. 
· The SRS will review the protocols for scientific merit, meeting the definition of VA engagement, meeting relevance to the mission of the VA, security of VA data/sensitive information, conflict of interest, adequate resources and will ensure that the Principal Investigator is working within their scope of practice with proper credentialing and privileges.

