NURSE PRACTITIONER SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

I, ______________________, NP, will provide comprehensive health care to adult persons with a variety of medical, surgical, or psychiatric diagnoses in the outpatient and/or inpatient setting of the VA Northern California Health Care System (VANCHCS).  Care is provided to individuals, families, and groups with and emphasis on the promotion of health and the prevention of disease.

Orders for any procedure, medication or device are approved to be carried out by members of the nursing staff or trained clinic staff.

AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE DRUGS OR DEVICES
The authority to prescribe drugs and devices is in accordance with VANCHCS Policy Statement 118-3 “Role of the Nurse Practitioner.”  Once approved to prescribe drugs and devices as defined in the above policy, NP’s shall be allowed to initiate and refill orders for drugs and devices for patients with acute and chronic health problems.  The drug or device order written by the NP’s will have the NP’s name, title, and appropriate license number.  Prescriptions shall not require a physician co-signature.

Prescriptive authority for controlled substances may be granted in accordance with VANCHCS PS 118-3 and with VA Directive 2003-004, as long as the NP’s State of Licensure permits the prescribing of controlled substances.  

EMERGENCY FUNCTIONS

NP’s may initiate or order life support measures in medical emergencies prior to the arrival of a Physician.  The NP’s will initiate cardiopulmonary resuscitation, establish an intravenous line, or provide other appropriate plans of care.

NON-ROUTINE / NON-EMERGENT FUNCTIONS

Functions that exceed the usual Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice and require specialized training and/or supervision shall include an approved Standardized Procedure and Protocol; as well as competency assessment signed by the appropriate physician of adequate training.  These functions will be specified in Category II, Expanded Functions, of the Nurse Practitioner Scope.

SUPERVISION

A collegial relationship with mutual consultation and referral exists with the collaborating physician(s) or designee and the Nurse Practitioner.  Consultation with the collaborating physician is initiated in cases of acute decompensation or deterioration of patient status, increased severity of symptoms after initial treatment, unexpected response to therapy, and review of management guidelines and complications related to disease processes less familiar to the Nurse Practitioner.  A collaborating physician or designee is available at all times by telephone, or in person for consultation.  Ongoing evaluation is provided by periodic chart reviews and annual evaluation.

VA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM (VANCHCS)

Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice

I, hereby apply for approval of this Scope of Practice.  I certify that I have had the appropriate and ongoing review in these areas and I agree to practice within general guidelines of my functional statement and Scope of Practice.  In no case will I exercise practice where education and/or recent supervised clinical experience are lacking practice.

________________________________
______________

                                            , NP
Date

The Physician appointed as Primary Collaborating Physician is __________________________



(MD’s printed name)

________________________________
______________

Collaborating Physician Signature
Date

_________________________________
______________


Date
CONCUR/NON-CONCUR


________________________________
______________

Donna Iatarola, RN MSN, NEA-BC
Date


Assoc Dir, Patient Care Services/Nursing


CONCUR/NON-CONCUR

________________________________
______________


Date

APPROVE/DISAPPROVE

_________________________________
_______________

David G. Mastalski

Date

Interim Director
VANCHCS Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice: Key Functions and Procedures
Nurse Practitioner Name: ______________________, NP                                  
Service: Medicine
Collaborating Physician Name:                                                      Site Location(s):

Clinical Area(s):                           
	Validation Key - Method of Validation 

1.  Test    2.  Discussion    3.  Observation   4. Coursework   5. Inservice   6. Procedure/Protocol   7. Previous Collaborative Experience

	NP Functions and Procedures

Category I – Basic NP Functions
	NP Self-Assessment

Competent to perform independently
	Collaborative Physician 
Certification of competency by validation method
	Not Applicable  

or Comments


	
	NP Initials in each category below:
	MD Initials in each category below:
	

	PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY FOR SCHEDULED DRUGS

	Prescribing Authority Requested:

       All                              
2                            3                              4

       None                                2N                         3N                           5                        

DEA Number: ____________________________     

Expiration: _______________________________

	
	
	

	1.  PRACTICE DIMENSION (Practice, Ethics, Resource Utilization)

	Provides competent care to a diverse veteran population with consideration for differences in cultural, socio-economic, military service and age-specific criteria.
	
	
	

	     A.  Assessment of health status

	Obtains relevant health and medical history

Performs physical examination based on age and history

Performs or orders preventive / diagnostic procedures based on client’s age and history.

Identifies health and medical risk factors
	
	
	

	     B.  Diagnosis

	Applies critical thinking in the diagnostic process

Synthesizes and analyzes collected data

Formulates differential diagnosis process based on history, physical examination, and diagnostic test results 

Establishes priorities to meet the health needs of the individual, family, or community
	
	
	

	    C.  Development of treatment plan

	Formulates individualized treatment plan

Orders additional diagnostic tests

Selects appropriate pharmacologic and nonpharmacologic interventions

Develops a patient – family education plan

Initiates consultation /referral as indicated
	
	
	

	     D.   Implementation of plan of care

	Establishes priorities for interventions

Provides individualized care appropriate to meet patients’ identified needs

Implements interventions consistent with treatment plan

Initiates interventions based on scientific principles, current knowledge and level of clinical expertise

Conducts and interprets diagnostic tests accurately

Prescribes specific pharmacologic agents and/or nonpharmacologic therapies as indicated

Demonstrates current knowledge of advance pharmacology and therapeutics

Follows any standardized procedures accordingly

Implements current clinical guidelines/pathways

Provides relevant patient and family education

Makes appropriate referrals to other health care professionals and community agencies

Utilizes appropriate health care resources

Obtains informed consent when appropriate.
	
	
	

	    E.   Follow-up and evaluation of patient status
	

	Maintains a process for systematic follow-up

Evaluates effectiveness of treatment plan promptly

Documents effects of interventions and outcomes of care in the patient record accurately

Reassesses and modifies plan as necessary to achieve health care goals
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	2. COLLABORATION DIMENSION (Collaboration and Collegiality)

	Collaborates and provides leadership in the provision of quality health care through interdisciplinary team patient care conferences

Communicates effectively with professional colleagues and other team members

Shares specialized knowledge and clinical expertise with nursing and other members of the health care team

Engages in patient centered consultation and facilitates development / revision of treatment plans

Participates in the development, implementation, and evaluation of clinical guidelines/pathways, standards of care and practice, and policies and procedures

Provides consultation, related to system issues, to appropriate program and discipline leadership as requested

Provides consultation within the community partnership programs as appropriate
	
	
	

	3.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIMENSION (Education and Career Development, Performance, Leadership)

	Develops, presents and participates in educational programs within the VA and community

Serves as a preceptor for nursing and other affiliating students, as appropriate

Maintains and enhances professional and personal growth through continuing education and certification, and goal achievement

Serves as a role model  and change agent for nursing, the health care team and clients/patients as appropriate

Initiates, leads and participates in professional committees as appropriate

Establishes relationships with professional healthcare related groups in the community as appropriate
	
	
	

	4.  SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY DIMENSION (Quality of Care and Research)

	Demonstrates knowledge of research process

Participates in and/or conducts research activities

Applies and disseminates current research findings in practice

Publishes professional articles and health care related materials

Applies concepts of performance improvements in professional practice

Participates in performance improvement efforts and systematic reviews, as required

Maintains accurate, legible and confidential records
	
	
	

	

	NP Functions and Procedures

Category II – Expanded NP Functions

(Examples:  joint injections,  flexible sigmoidoscopy, IUD insertion, etc) 
 
	NP Self-Assessment

Competent to perform independently
	Collaborative Physician 
Certification of competency by validation method
	

	
	NP Initials in each category below:
	MD Initials in each category below:
	

	Function/Procedure:

Approved Standardized Procedure:
	
	
	

	Function/Procedure:

Approved Standardized Procedure:
	
	
	

	Function/Procedure:

Approved Standardized Procedure:
	
	
	

	Function/Procedure:

Approved Standardized Procedure:
	
	
	


Nurse Practitioner: ______________________, NP  

Date: _______________________________

Collaborating Physician: 



         
Date: _______________________________
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