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VA ANNOUNCES PLAN TO RELAX ENROLLMENT
SACRAMENTO – The Department of Veterans Affairs recently announced plans to revise the criteria for open enrollment in its health care system by July 2009 to about 265,000 veterans whose incomes exceed current limits.  

The change affects veterans whose incomes exceed the current VA income thresholds by 10 percent or less. The income thresholds vary based on number of dependents. For instance, the current year’s income threshold for single veteran is $29,402.  
We would like all veterans to apply for VA health care even if they think their income is above the income threshold.  The applications will provide VA with data to give Congress an idea of how many patients want to use VA healthcare services.  Applications received prior to the rule change will be reviewed based on the current enrollment rules.  The VA rule change is expected to be effective on June 30, 2009.  Those veterans who apply on or after January 1, 2009 and are placed into a rejected priority group due to income will receive written notification from VA that their request will re-evaluated after the effective date of the new rule. Veterans who do not qualify based on income level will be sent a letter that they will not be enrolled in VA health care system at this time.  
On the date of the rule change, VA Health Eligibility Center will reconsider applications based on the new criteria.  Letters will be sent to veterans if they qualify for enrollment based on the revised income level.

VA originally suspended enrollment for Priority 8 veterans because it was unable to provide all enrolled veterans with timely access to its health care due to a tremendous growth in the number of veterans then seeking enrollment.  VA now plans to reopen enrollment for a portion of these veterans without compromising the Department’s ability to provide high quality health care services to all enrolled veterans who are eligible for care. Congress has provided funds in VA’s fiscal year 2009 budget to support the anticipated enrollment increases. 
Veterans seeking additional information are encouraged to contact VA’s Health Benefits Service Center at 1-877-222 VETS (8387); or Visit the VA health eligibility website at www.va.gov/healtheligibility. 

For more information please contact Robin Jackson, the public affairs officer, at 916-240-3370. 
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