
	APPENDIX 5: BIOHAZARDS- RECOMBINANT DNA

	Currently, the VANCHCS does not have an Institutional Biosafety committee (IBC) in place and cannot approve studies that are NOT exempt by NIH guidelines. Please review Section III-F and Appendix C of the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA to determine the types of projects that may be exempted under the Guidelines (PI familiarity with the NIH Guidelines is a NIH requirement).  In particular, please specify whether your research involves the following: 

	Any work with viral vectors,  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Development of new strains of transgenic rodents
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Any development or production of transgenic or knockout plants or animals (other than mice), 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Interference RNA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Cloning into microbial strains other than E. coli K-12 and its derivatives, Saccharomyces cerevesiae, S. uvarum, Bacillus subtilis, and B. licheniformis.  (Note: Many E. coli strains widely used for cloning of short DNA segments (e.g. TOPP, BL21) are not exempt).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Storage of biohazardous materials that are not being used
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	
	
	

	A. Personnel handling recombinant DNA: (check all that apply)

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 VA Research Staff      If yes, please name:      
          FORMCHECKBOX 
 VA Clinical Staff       

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify:       )



	B. Where will recombinant DNA be utilized? (check all that apply)

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 VA Research Facility/Area  (specify:       )

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 VA Clinical Facility/Area  (specify:       )

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify:       )



	C. Recombinant DNA procedures used in this study are limited to either PCR amplification of DNA 

segments (i.e. no subsequent cloning of amplified DNA) or to commercially purchased

oligionucleotides?       

     FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	If “NO” to C above, it is the responsibility of each PI to:
	

	(1). Consult the current NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules which can be found at the Internet site http://www4.od.nih.gov/oba/rac/guidelines/guidelines.html
(2) 
Identify the experimental category of their recombinant DNA research and provide the following:

(a) NIH classification (and brief description) for these recombinant DNA studies.       
(b) Biological source of DNA insert or gene.      
(c) Function of the insert or gene.      
(d) Vector(s) used or to be used for cloning (e.g. pUC18, pCR3.1).
     
(e) Host cells and/or virus used or to be used for cloning (e.g. bacterial, yeast or viral strain, cell line).
     
(f) Identify assessment levels of physical and biological containment (Same as BSL levels – See Attachment B for BSL level descriptions).       


	D
	If “YES” to C, please describe briefly the work to be conducted with the recombinant DNA. 

     

	E
	Do employees receive training in the use of recombinant DNA? 

      FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 NOT APPLICABLE

If “YES”, please specify the nature and date of training:      
If “NO”, please explain why, and ensure that the employees receive specific training in the use of the recombinant DNA they will be using.      
Please attach any certification received, if applicable.
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