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VA’s Redding Clinic Remains Open 
amid Northern California Wildfires
 
Veterans can inquire about specific services at 530-226-7555

REDDING, Calif. – The VA Redding Outpatient Clinic, VA Northern California Health Care System’s (VA NorCal) primary clinic in the Shasta County region, remains open amid the spreading Carr Fire. While a number of VA staff and Veterans have been impacted by the fire, the clinic continues to provide services to across the region.
 
“Right now, we’re rounding up the troops and continuing to provide services,” said Don Black, site manager for the VA Redding Outpatient Clinic. “And we’ve worked to ensure the air quality inside the clinic is at a healthy level and suitable for a health care setting.”
 
The Redding clinic staff have placed six HEPA (High-Efficiency Particulate Air) filters across the facility, with additional units on standby at VA NorCal’s Chico clinic. HEPA air purifiers force the clinic’s interior air through a fine mesh that collects harmful particles such as ash, smoke, and pollen, preventing Veterans and staff from breathing in the materials. The staff continues to measure air levels inside the clinic throughout the day. 
 
[bookmark: m_1300922108502339518_driving]Like most residents of the Redding area, the local Veteran community has been significantly impacted by the Carr Fire, which as of Friday morning had spread to nearly 45,000 acres and was only 3 percent contained. VA NorCal leadership and its Safety and Emergency Management Team this week activated its Incident Management Team in anticipation of the Carr Fire’s impact on local Veterans and VA staff.
 
“The well-being of Veterans is at the core of the VA mission,” said VA NorCal Director David Stockwell. “That mission extends beyond the walls of our hospitals and clinics, which is why we stood up an Incident Management Team to expedite our response to these fires on behalf of our Veterans and staff.”
 
In addition to activating an Incident Command Team of emergency planners and health care providers, 
VA Redding Outpatient Clinic personnel are contacting to its Veteran population to provide guidance and working alongside first responders to address significant medical concerns as they relate to the fires. The VA Sacramento Medical Center has also deployed administrative and health care mobile units, staging them in nearby Chico.
 
MEDIA CONTACTS:  For further information about the VA Redding Outpatient Clinic’s operations and services during the Carr Fire, media should contact Will Martin, VA NorCal Chief of Public Affairs, at 916-365-1509 or William.Martin6@va.gov. For information on the interagency response to the wildfires, please contact the 
CAL FIRE media relations team at 916-651-FIRE (3473).
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