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IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                        Date:  Nov. 19, 2018
Contact:	Will Martin, Chief of Public Affairs
916-365-1509 or William.Martin6@va.gov 

Camp Fire: VA works alongside partner agencies to serve Veterans at Local Assistance Center

24/7 VETERAN HEALTH CARE CALL CENTER: 1-800-382-8387
Veteran Benefits helpline: 1-800-827-1000


CHICO, Calif. – VA Northern California Health Care System (VA NorCal) is working alongside its colleagues from the California Department of Veterans Affairs (Cal Vet) and the California Military Department’s Work for Warriors programs at the Local Assistance Center to support Veterans displaced by the Camp Fire. As of Monday morning, the Camp Fire had grown to more than 150,000 acres with 66 percent containment and claimed 77 lives.

“The Veterans displaced by the Camp Fire have a wide range of pressing needs,” said 
Dr. Regina Godbout, VA NorCal deputy chief of staff. “By partnering with other Veteran-support agencies, we’re able to offer services that extend beyond health care, including job placement help, location of military records, and transitional housing services. We’re striving to become a ‘one-stop shop’ for Veterans who desperately need us, right now.”

VA NorCal offers on-site medical support and scheduling of medical appointments at the Local Assistance Center, while Work for Warriors employment program personnel offer job-placement assistance to Veterans displaced by the Camp Fire. The Work for Warriors program has also extended its services to any California resident impacted by recent wildfires. Veterans seeking job-placement assistance should call 916-854-4426 or e-mail apply@workforwarriors.org. 
Cal Vet personnel are also on site to help locate DD214 service records and other documents.

The Local Assistance Center opened Friday inside the old Sears Building at the Chico Mall and provides a wide range of services to Veterans and other residents impacted by the Camp Fire. The center is open from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. daily and is located at 1982 E. 20th Street in Chico.

Media seeking information about VA NorCal’s response to the Camp Fire should contact 
Will Martin, Chief of Public Affairs, at 916-365-1509 or William.Martin6@va.gov.
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